
Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission 
Special Meeting 
 Agenda 
 
April 22, 2026 
4:30 PM 
City of Turlock, Yosemite Room 
156 S. Broadway, Turlock, California 

 

 
 Commission Chair 

Keristofer Seryani 
 

Commission Vice Chair 
Brent Bohlender 

 

Commissioners 
Barbara Jensen 

Bob Holly 
Lupe Aguilera  

 
Shehu Hassan 
Michael Casale  

Municipal Services Director 
Chris Fisher 

 
 
NOTICE REGARDING NON-ENGLISH SPEAKERS: The Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission 
meetings are conducted in English and translation to other languages is not provided.  Please make 
arrangements for an interpreter if necessary. 
 
EQUAL ACCESS POLICY: If you have a disability which affects your access to public facilities or 
services, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (209) 668-5540.  The City is committed to taking all 
reasonable measures to provide access to its facilities and services. Please allow sufficient time for the 
City to process and respond to your request. 
 
NOTICE: Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54954.3, any member of the public may 
directly address the City Council on any item appearing on the agenda, including Consent Calendar 
and Public Hearing items, before or during the City Council’s consideration of the item.  Members of the 
public will be allowed three (3) minutes for comments. 
 
AGENDA PACKETS: Prior to the City Council meeting, a complete Agenda Packet is available for 
review on the City’s website at www.cityofturlock.org and in the City Clerk’s Office at 156 S. Broadway, 
Suite 230, Turlock, during normal business hours.  Materials related to an item on this Agenda 
submitted to the Council after distribution of the Agenda Packet are also available for public inspection 
in the City Clerk’s Office.  Such documents may be available on the City’s website subject to staff’s 
ability to post the documents before the meeting.  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND DISQUALIFICATIONS 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 Information concerning the consent items listed herein below has been forwarded to each 
Commissioner prior to this meeting for study. Unless the Chair, a Commissioner or member of the 
audience has questions concerning the Consent Calendar, the items are approved at one time by 
the Commission. The action taken by the Commission in approving the consent items is set form in 
the explanation of the individual items. 

 A. Accepting the Minutes of the March 11, 2026, Regular Commission Meeting 
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CITY OF TURLOCK 
PARK, ARTS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 

 
4. STAFF UPDATES 

 A. Donnelly Park Grant Opportunity 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54954.3(a), this portion of the meeting is set 
aside for members of the public to address the Park, Arts, and Recreation Commission on matters 
that are not listed on tonight’s agenda but are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Commission. Speakers will be allowed up to three (3) minutes for their comments. Speakers who 
wish to address a matter listed later on the agenda may be asked to wait until that item is heard. 
Comments on matters outside the Commission’s subject matter jurisdiction may be ruled out of 
order by the presiding officer and not permitted to continue. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54954.2(a)(3), the Park, Arts, and Recreation Commission may not take action or engage in 
substantive discussion on items not listed on the posted agenda. However, the Commission or staff 
may briefly respond to public comments, refer matters to staff, or request that a topic be placed on 
a future agenda.  

6. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 A. Community Events and Activities Grant Application Presentations 

7. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

 Commissioners may provide a brief report on notable topics of interest. The Brown Act does not 
allow discussion or action by the legislative body. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Page 2 of 233



Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission 
Meeting 
 Minutes 
 
March 11, 2026 
6:00 PM 
City of Turlock, Yosemite Room 
156 S. Broadway, Turlock, California 

 

 
1. ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

 
Chair Seryani called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 
 

Present: Commissioners Shehu Hassan, Michael Casale, Bob Holly, Barbara Jensen, Lupe Aguilera, 
Vice Chair Brent Bohlender, and Chair Keristofer Seryani 

Absent: None 

Commissioner 
Casale 

Commissioner 
Hassan 

Vice 
Chair 

Bohlender 

Commissioner 
Holly 

Commissioner 
Jensen 

Commissioner 
Aguilera 

Chair 
Seryani 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

2. APPOINTMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 A. Accepting the Minutes of the December 10, 2025, Regular Commission Meeting 
 
Chair Seryani opened public comment. There were no comments from the public, and Chair 
Seryani closed public comment. 
 
Action: Motion: by Commissioner Holly, seconded by Commissioner Hassan, to adopt the 
Consent Calendar and carried 7/0 by the following vote: 
 

Commissioner 
Casale 

Commissioner 
Hassan 

Vice 
Chair 

Bohlender 

Commissioner 
Holly 

Commissioner 
Jensen 

Commissioner 
Aguilera 

Chair 
Seryani 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

4. STAFF UPDATES 

 A. Donnelly Park Grant Opportunity 
 
Recreation Superintendent Vargas provided updates about Donnelly Park and the potential of 
grant opportunities. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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CITY OF TURLOCK 
PARKS, ARTS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

 
Chair Seryani opened public comment and the following members of the public spoke: 
 
Ana Ramirez 
 
With no further comments, Chair Seryani closed public comment. 

6. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 A. Community Events and Activities Grant Applications Recommended for Presentation 
 
The Sub-Committee, which consisted of Commissioner Holly and Commissioner Jensen 
made the recommendation to invite all 25 applicants to present to the full Commission. 
 
Chair Seryani opened public comment. There were no comments from the public, and Chair 
Seryani closed public comment. 
 
Action: Motion: by Vice Chair Bohlender, seconded by Commissioner Hassan, to receive the 
Sub-Committee recommendation to invite all 25 applicants to present to the full Commission, 
and carried 7/0 by the following vote: 
 

Commissioner 
Casale 

Commissioner 
Hassan 

Vice 
Chair 

Bohlender 

Commissioner 
Holly 

Commissioner 
Jensen 

Commissioner 
Aguilera 

Chair 
Seryani 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
 
Action: Approved Motion  

 B. Discussion and Possible Action to Schedule a Special Meeting for Community Events and 
Activities Grant Presentations 
 
Recreation Superintendent Vargas presented options for the Commission’s consideration 
regarding the date and time of the Special Meeting for community events and activities grant 
presentations. 
 
Chair Seryani opened public comment. There were no comments from the public, and Chair 
Seryani closed public comment. 
 
Action: Motion: by Commissioner Holly, seconded by Commissioner Jensen, to set the 
special meeting for the community events and activities grant presentation for April 22, 2026, 
at 4:30 p.m., and carried 7/0 by the following vote: 
 

Commissioner 
Casale 

Commissioner 
Hassan 

Vice 
Chair 

Bohlender 

Commissioner 
Holly 

Commissioner 
Jensen 

Commissioner 
Aguilera 

Chair 
Seryani 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
 
Action: Approved Motion  
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CITY OF TURLOCK 
PARKS, ARTS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

 
7. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

 
Commissioner Jensen expressed appreciation for the community events and activities grant 
process and the opportunity it provides to fund community initiatives 
 
Chair Seryani expressed support for the Donnelly Park grant opportunity and thanked the 
subcommittee for reviewing all applications. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Seryani called for a motion to adjourn. A motion was made by Commissioner Aguilera and 
seconded by Commissioner Hassan to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried by 7/0.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
  
  
______________________ 
Nichole Fiez, City Clerk 
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Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission Staff 
Report 
April 22, 2026   
From: Juan Vargas, Recreation Superintendent 
Prepared by: Juan Vargas, Recreation Superintendent 
Agendized by: Christopher Fisher, Municipal Services Director 
   
1. ACTION RECOMMENDED:  

Donnelly Park Grant Opportunity Update 
   
2. NARRATIVE:  

California State Parks is offering the Statewide Park Development and Community 
Revitalization Program (SPP) Round 5 Grant, which provides grant funding to support parks 
in local communities. The program funds the creation of new parks, the expansion of existing 
parks, and the renovation of current park facilities. City staff are exploring the possibility of 
renovating Donnelly Park. Potential improvements under consideration include upgrades to 
existing amenities—such as playgrounds and restrooms—as well as the addition of new 
recreational opportunities. These may include features like pickleball courts, fitness areas, 
interior walking paths, and other park enhancements. Staff are currently awaiting final 
guidance from the State regarding the eligibility criteria and requirements for Round 5. Once 
that information becomes available, staff plan to pursue applicable grant opportunities to 
help enhance one of Turlock’s premier parks. 

   
3. FISCAL IMPACT / BUDGET AMENDMENT:  

N/A 
   
4. ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:  

N/A 
   
5. ATTACHMENTS:  

None 
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Parks, Arts & Recreation Commission Staff 
Report 
April 22, 2026   
From: Juan Vargas, Recreation Superintendent 
Prepared by: Juan Vargas, Recreation Superintendent 
Agendized by: Christopher Fisher, Municipal Services Director 
   
1. ACTION RECOMMENDED:  

Motion: Receive presentations, finalize scoring and funding allocations, and forward 
recommendations to City Council for approval ($60,000 Transient Occupancy Tax) 

   
2. NARRATIVE:  

The Community Events and Activities Grant (CEAG) process begins with applicants 
submitting proposals for events and activities scheduled to take place between July 1, 2026, 
and June 30, 2027. The application period occurred during the month of February 2026.  All 
submitted applications were forwarded to the Parks, Arts and Recreation Commission 
(PARC) CEAG Subcommittee for an initial review. The subcommittee evaluated each 
application and at the March 11 PARC meeting, presented its recommendations regarding 
which applicants should be invited to give presentations at a future special PARC meeting. 
The PARC voted on the subcommittee’s recommendation and approved all applicants to 
attend and present their application at the Special Meeting.  After hearing the presentations, 
the Commission will score and deliberate on who to recommend for funding in the 2026–
2027 fiscal year. 

   
3. FISCAL IMPACT / BUDGET AMENDMENT:  

$60,000 has been requested as a part of the 2026-2027 budget process.  The Community 
Events and Activities Grant is contingent upon the adoption of the 2026-2027 Budget. 

   
4. ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION:  

N/A 
   
5. ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Order of Presentations 
2. CEAG Applications Alpha Order 
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Number Organization Event
1 Alegria Performing Arts Downtown Turlock Community Trick or Treat & Fall Fest
2 Associated Students Inc. Warriors Explore Downtown
3 East Stanislaus Resource Conservation District Turlock Urban Hedgerow & Public Lands Workshop
4 Faith Home Adult & Teen Challenge Ball Drop for hope
5 Love Turlock Love Turlock
6 California State University Stanislaus Presidential Celebration Series
7 Pitman High School Band Boosters Preview of Champions
8 Stanislaus County Fiargrounds Art Day featuring the Performing Arts Schowcase
9 Science in Our Community Later learning summer stem camp

10 The Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East Assyrian Festival
11 Turlock Historical Society Turlock Melon Carnival
12 Turlock Moms Club Annaul Spring Family Fun Day
13 Turlock Police Chaplaincy Run for First Responders
14 Carnegie Art Center Garden Party at the Greenery
15 Carnegie Arts Center CACBlock Party
16 The Market Turlock The Market
17 The Market Turlock The Holiday Market
18 West side Ministries CUPS Christmas Production
19 Westside Ministries CUPS Summer Performing Arts Intensive
20 Family Advocacy & Resource Alliance Cinco De Mayo
21 Family Advocacy & Resource Alliance Night of Rememberance
22 Fmaily Advocacy & Resources Alliance Dia Del Ninos
23 Turlock Senior Citizens Open House
24 Turlock Senior Citizens Dinner Series
25 Turlock Senior Citizens Hotdogs & Hotrods
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